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! I HE President’s cliallemge to Congrese has produced the desired
‘I- ] resalt.  Both houses are now on record as unwilling to meddle
, with lus handling of the armed merchantiman controverey,

It is no longer possible for Germany or any other foreign power o

point to the United States as o Government divided aguinst itself, or
! to affront this nation’s flag upon the eynical sssumption that Con
gress will push the President aside and take diplomatic negotiations
into its ewn hands in order to keep the country out of war.

That, having performed their duty, Senators and Representa-
tives will preserve an impressive and palriotic silence is apparently
not to be hoped. The debate scems likely to go on whenever and
wherever Congrertsuien get a chance fo exercise the right of epeech. |

o Not, however, without eertain restrainis. The World's disclo-
5l sure of n disguis.d pro (terman lobby &t work to turn the votes of
membere of Congress agninst the foreign policy of th \fhnmil!ru!l-ml‘
should tend to make many Congressmen cautious in their further
! utterance.
\ Moreover, hinving said their sav with considerable freedom, men
] bere of Congross will now be anxious Lo hewr from their constituents

and to explain their own athitudes and actions, In the course of |
which exchange the country itsell my hive a chance to clarifyv and
register its views —by no means the least urgent need

Fe

TO TRY CONCLUSIONS? ¢

EPORT bins 1t that a German fleet 1= ermsing in the North

Nea ready to give buttle, If true, this movement, taken with

2 the u!.‘.—c.;u-ruh' forward plunge of German armies st "l'rlhlll,!

would go far 1o support the theory that Germany 15 now nerved for
the mightiest blow she has yet struck

Despite rigorous suppression of facts, who knows what ominous

eonditions and privations among the German peopie may be pushing

the Imperial Goveynment to a snpreme trinl of strength®  As only al

sign, for example: The German comic weeklies have been duly belli-|

cose, RBut of late they have alen been full of grim allusions to the |

——

.

rising cost of fond. In Simplicissimug a thin-choeked little glrl.l
trudging beside her mother, who carries a lightened market basket,
asks wigt fully, “Mother, how much more doez the gnow cost this
winter P |
Tt hins been said often enough that the decigive confliot must |

e

come in the west. No news of fighting comes from Russia. 'l‘he;l f
Turks alone upheld the Teutonic end farther east. Germany appears | — By Dale Drummond —
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THE BEAR; By Etienne Barsony.
‘ N the centre of the thronged village squars the two trained bar
were performing. Joco, a Bosnlan peasant, owned them. Hebes
\ gan the performmnce by a clumsy dance with his huge bem,
1 Ibrahim,
‘ Peopla stared at thia part of the show in fascinated horror. Ped
| Ibrahltn was & savage brute that stood seven fest high on his hind igu,
Muzzle and chaln and iron<bound cudgel were scarcely sacugh proteden
1o his master from the snapping jaws of the glant animal. And, beogsd
of the dauger, the villagers regardad this danoe as the star sot of the dd
Capt. Winter, quartered at the nearby barracks, loafed past the sqieg
,and stopped to watch the enormous bear's sulky antics. Thenoe, his 48
' #hifted to Joco. The peasant’s face went ghastly white as his eyes
| the captaln's, The officer made no sign of recognttion, but let his
| stray to Jooo's second bear and to a girl who sat beside it on the
This other bear was muoh smaller and gentler than Tbrabim. It

l % ysliow and roly-poly, & born olown, Jooo had name
im !‘u.m "
! L 3

A Perilous ’ The gisl, who st beside Mariaks, was
o Dance. 3 beastiful. Capt. Winter Sushed with admiration
© woked at har. Hhe was getting to har feet, at an
| from Joco, and was dragging her lttle bear out nto the cleared ¥pace.
was ovidontly a favorite with the wvillagers. They hatled her as ™
and shouted delightedly as she nodded and smilked at tham,

“Jump, Martska! Jump!" she eried, gally,

The littia bear hopped about I a clown.dance unti) even the calel
“Tump, Mariska! Jump!™ could no longer arodsa the boast to fresh a hy
Then Zorka 41d o divhce on hee own account—a danve so wildly during
| wiitinl, so graceful, thut Capt. Winter was utterly bewitehod,

| Thut evening, when the show was over, Joco and Zorka roturned lo‘h
inn with their tirad beam.  Ibeahim was securely tind in a cupboard bl
Zorka went to a4 private sitting room to rest. Joco wae about to follow e
when Capt, Winter atopped him. |
| “1 know you,” sadd the captain, “You are & man who deacited frompy
| regiment two years ago. At a word from ma you will be sent to priga.
| Soll me your glave girl, Zorkn, and 1 will not oniy et you go frev, bt [ d
| you n gooxd price for her”
| Jouog tearfully protestod that he loveld Zorko and that she loved &:},
t

"Winter waa not to be sahakon by any wppeal Agnin I gave Yy e

hita cholee of golng to prison or Eiving up Lorka

| At Inst, with o sigh of defout, Joco agread (o the crgel bargain, #He

| eveni consentad 1o go 1o the stting-room oml bredk ! nows Lo Aok

Prosently he returned 1o Pie captadn and said, hrgkends M
“Come this way, #Ir, If you wish 10 speak 1o e

! Irivmphantly, the captain followed him down 1t bt lico tNE

apen a dooT, The victorious Wintes strode e the threshold, OO
| =lammed shut the door behged hom

ARSI ¥ A moment later, through the vicasd panel, cart &
Beyond the i vell of foar, followed by o e grow! ] O (T
B Closed Door. Capt, Winter into the closet wliese Whsiliim w .
i Myt firet he had untind the hear whi btk ofGive
1|.r-,o" ehdnaanussls
| Neat day Capt. Winter by kn the barracks Hall sigth s BC Wi
sl foe .
Newt rhre, 4 oW vige a0 Tew yndog olbat 1 L Pard el .}.-
belntedls as the liug e Sorka onl tes ey tite

Clump. Mariska!  Jwnp!®

When a Man’s Marriec

-

The Stories . |




